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Westminster was not a specially Irish district and a similar investiga-
tion in St Giles, Whitechapel or Marylebone would probably have
shown a higher percentage of Irish.
Many of these immigrants eventually obtained settlements in London
parishes, but many did not, and the casual or unskilled labourer who
was most likely to need relief was also the least likely to be able to gain
a settlement. And in any case, when they first came to London, poor
and friendless, they had no possible claim to parish help. To apply for
it would result in their being sent back to their own parishes. The
dangers to the countryman who came to London seeking work are
illustrated by the case of poor Matthew Lee of Croft in Lincolnshire
where he had been apprenticed to a shoe-maker cand served his time to
the approbation of his master*. When he came out of his time he went
to London, *but being used to coarse country work, unskilFd in the
method of working in London and but a slow hand withal *, he found it
impossible to live by his trade and got work as a drawer or waiter at inns.
He was lured away from the Three Tuns in Newgate Street by an offer
of * great wages' in the service of an acquaintance. No money was forth-
coming, but he was given a pistol and forced with threats to be a foot-
pad. His hard case did not save him after he had been taken 'with the
watch upon him * and at the age of nineteen he was executed at Tyburn*8
There was one numerous class whose position was especially difficult
and dangerous. These were the girls who came from the country to find
places as domestic servants. Colquhoun estimated in 1800.that there
were seldom less than 10,000 domestic servants of both sexes out of a
place in London.9 John Fielding in 1753 speaks of the 'amazing
number* of women servants wanting places, though there was always
a shortage of maids of all work.
The body of servants... that are chiefly unemployed... are those of a higher
nature such as chambermaids, etc., whose number far exceeds the places they
stand candidates for, and as the chief of these come from the country, they
are obliged when out of place to go into lodgings and there to subsist on their
little savings, till they get places agreeable to their inclinations... and this is
one of the grand sources which furnish this town with prostitutes.10
But besides the danger of unemployment, the journey and arrival in
town were full of danger to the country girl. The writer of a London
guide-book (1776) gives